
the national vision of becoming a high-
income country by 2050.

The Cambodian government and people 
extended their deepest gratitude to U.S. 
President Donald Trump for his decisive 
leadership in supporting lasting peace, 
and to Malaysian Prime Minister Dato’ Seri 
Anwar Ibrahim, in his capacity as chair of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 
for his unwavering support in facilitating 
the peaceful resolution of the Cambodia-
Thailand border conflict. This led to the 
official signing of the Cambodia-Thailand 
Peace Deal by Manet and Prime Minister 
Anutin Charnvirakul on Oct. 26 in Kuala 
Lumpur, witnessed by Trump and the 
Malaysian prime minister.

We are also deeply grateful to the ASEAN 
member states, China, Japan and other 
partners, who have supported the ceasefire 
from the very beginning.

Cambodia and Japan have consistently 
maintained enduring relations, under-
pinned by frequent high-level visits and 
robust cooperation across a wide range 
of sectors. This year marks the 72nd anni-
versary of diplomatic relations, and dur-
ing the successful official visit of Manet to 
Japan in late May, the prime ministers of 
both countries reaffirmed commitment to 
strengthening their comprehensive strate-
gic partnership, a new milestone reached 
in 2023. 

They also adopted the Economic Co-
Creation Package as a platform to attract 
more Japanese investors to Cambodia, 
strengthen trade and lay a solid foundation 
for future cooperation. Cambodia’s rela-
tionship with Japanese legislative institu-
tions was also reinforced. 

The affirmation to further deepen the 
Cambodia-Japan partnership has been 
assured through the separate congratula-
tory letters from the Senate President Hun 
Sen and Manet on Sanae Takaichi’s election 
as prime minister. 

We extend our warmest congratulations 
on Japan’s successful hosting of the Osaka 
Expo, and are pleased that the Cambo-

dia Pavilion won the prestigious Bronze 
Award for Exhibition Design at the event. 

Furthermore, bilateral relations have been 
further reaffirmed through the congratula-
tory letter from Deputy Prime Minister Prak 
Sokhonn, minister of foreign affairs and 
international cooperation, to Toshimitsu 
Motegi, minister of foreign affairs.

Japan ranked as Cambodia’s fourth-larg-
est trading partner for the first nine months 
of this year after logging $1.87 billion in 
trade, up 17% from the same period in 
2024. We highly value the Japanese private 
sector, noting that from 1994 to 2025, Japa-
nese corporate investment in 154 projects 
in Cambodia amounted to $2.94 billion 
(roughly ¥452.4 billion). 

New developments, including Siha-
noukville Port development, the four-
floor Techo International Airport opening 
and Air Cambodia’s commencement of 
a new direct flight route, are expected 
to enhance connectivity, promote tour-
ism and contribute to fostering deeper 
cultural and economic ties between our 
nations. 

Cooperation in the defense sector has 
strengthened significantly as well. Our 
strengthening cooperation in regional and 
international arenas has been reaffirmed 
for the mutual benefit of both nations and 
for the advancement of peace, stability and 
prosperity in our region and beyond.

Cambodia is the first country in the 
ASEAN region to publicly support Japan’s 
“Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy.” Most 
recently, the 28th ASEAN-Japan Summit in 
Malaysia reaffirmed our commitment to 
advancing the ASEAN-Japan comprehen-
sive strategic partnership.

Finally, I would like to extend Cambo-
dia’s heartfelt gratitude to the government 
and people of Japan for their significant 
contributions to Cambodia’s peace pro-
cess in the 1990s, and their invaluable 
assistance to Cambodia’s socioeconomic 
development.

May the enduring Cambodia-Japan 
friendship continue to prosper.

TUY RY
AMBASSADOR OF CAMBODIA

Every Nov. 9, Cam-
bodians celebrate 
Independence Day 
at the Indepen-
dence Monument, 
where the lighting 
of the victory flame 
symbolizes Cambo-
dia’s freedom and 
sovereignty. 

Such an auspicious occasion marks the 
nation’s liberation from French colonial 
rule under the royal crusade of His Majesty 
the late King Preah Borom Ratanak Kaudh 
Norodom Sihanouk, the king-father of inde-
pendence. Over the past 72 years, the coura-
geous movement for national unity initiated 
by the late king has remained a significant 
memory for the Cambodian people. 

Cambodia has a tragic history marked 
by coups, civil war and genocide in the 
1970s. The hard-earned peace that Former 
Prime Minister Samdech Techo Hun Sen 
obtained under the successful Win-Win 
Policy in 1998 has been continuously safe-
guarded. This policy ended decades of 
conflict and has laid a foundation for sus-
tainable peace through national reconcili-
ation, unity and development. 

Before the pandemic, our economy grew 
at an annual rate of around 7%. Current 
projections for gross domestic product 
growth are 5.2% for 2025 and 5.0% for 
2026, positioning Cambodia to gradu-
ate from least-developed country status 
by 2029. Through this development, mil-
lions of people will have been lifted out of 
poverty. 

Each year, millions of international 
tourists, including investors, visit Cam-
bodia. The seventh legislature, led by 
the Prime Minister Samdech Moha Bor-
vor Thipadei Hun Manet, has worked 
tirelessly to accelerate socioeconomic 
growth, guided by its Pentagonal Strategy-
Phase I, and drive development toward 

Strong ties built on robust cooperation, high-level visits

His Majesty King Preah Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni (center) presides over the Victory Flame Lighting Ceremony marking the 
71st anniversary of Cambodia’s Independence Day on Nov. 9, 2024.    MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION OF CAMBODIA

YUKO OBUCHI
CHAIRPERSON, JAPAN-CAMBODIA 
PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE

On behalf of the 
Japan-Cambodia 
Parliamentary 
Friendship League, 
I extend my warm-
est congratulations 
to the Kingdom of 
Cambodia on its 
Independence Day.

Since the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties, Japan and 
Cambodia have built a relationship of 
trust and friendship that has endured 
through many challenges.

Today, under the comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership, our cooperation is 
expanding.

This year featured vibrant high-level 
exchanges, notably the official working 
visit to Japan by Samdech Moha Borvor 
Thipadei Hun Manet, prime minister of 
Cambodia, in May, reaffirming our shared 
resolve to deepen bilateral ties. Col-
laboration now spans key sectors such as 
investment environment enhancement, 
infrastructure upgrades and expansion, 
digital transformation, cybersecurity, 
telecommunications and clean energy, 
underscoring our common vision for sus-
tainable growth and security.

I am especially proud of progress in 
humanitarian actions to address land 

mines, which Japan and Cambodia have 
long worked on together. Our joint 
efforts in Cambodia now extend glob-
ally through initiatives like the Africa 
Mine Action Platform and the Ukraine 
Mine Action Support Initiative, making 
Cambodia an indispensable partner in 
Japan’s worldwide mine action programs. 
Together, we strive toward a world free of 
land mines.

Amid global uncertainties, Japan and 
Cambodia will continue to advance 
peace, resilience and innovation while 
strengthening the bonds between our 
peoples. On this significant day, I convey 
my heartfelt congratulations and pledge 
unwavering commitment to the prosper-
ity of both nations.

Working together on humanitarian issues
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